August 28, 2022
1 Presbyterian of Rockaway
Join Zoom Worship (login beginning at 9:30 AM EST)
https://zoom.us/join
Phone in: (mobile or home phone) +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 468 322 0487
Passcode: FPCR2021 One tap mobile)
+16465588656,,4683220487#,,,,*67022253# US (New York)
st

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
“Be Thou My Vision”
Irish Folk Melody
arranged by Fred Bock
Please use this time to silently prepare your hearts and minds for worship.
CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning, darkness covered the deep, and God said: Let there be light.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters!
Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord said: When you pass through the waters, I
will be with you
The voice of the Lord is over the waters!
Do not fear, says the Lord; I am with you. I have called you by name; you are
mine.
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When Jesus was baptized by John, suddenly the heavens were opened.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters!
And as Jesus was coming out of the water, the Spirit of God rested on him like a
dove.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters!
And a voice said: You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, in Jesus Christ,
baptized by John in the Jordan, you came to share our life
and deliver us from sin and death. As we are baptized with water
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us to make us your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*HYMN 291
SPRIRIT, SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS
Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free,
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.
1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, then you coaxed up the
mountains from the valleys of sleep; and over the eons you called to each thing:
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."
2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, and you goaded your
people with a law and a land; and when they were blinded with idols and lies,
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.
3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, then you whispered in silence when
the whole world was still; and down in the city you called once again, when you
blew through your people on the rush of the wind.

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; our women see visions, our men clear their
eyes. With bold new decisions your people arise.
INVITATION TO CONFESSION
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.
Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.
When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord who knows our very hearts:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Father of all creation, who hovered over the deep at the beginning, who
spoke light into darkness, who split the heavens open and descended upon
the Son of God in the waters of the Jordan, who created us in his image,
who declared that each one us is fearfully and wonderfully made; we have
forgotten. We have forgotten who we are. Our identity as beloved children
has been obscured by a multitude of wrong-doing and wrong-thinking. We
have exchanged the truth for a lie. Nevertheless, you have not forgotten us.
You have baptized Jesus before us and entered into the waters with us, to
show us our true humanity, our true identity. Forgive us, we pray for our
forgetfulness of who we are. Let us not forget our own baptism and that
which it signifies. Cleanse us by the power of your Spirit so that we may
once again walk in the understanding of that truth.
Silent Prayer Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the good news! Christ died for us,
Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us,
Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.The old life has
gone; a new life has begun. Thanks be to God!
*GLORIA PATRI (581)
Glory be to the Father; and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, World without end. Amen, Amen.
CHILDREN’S TIME

Ryon Herin

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Matthew 3:13-17
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.
14
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove
and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Acts 8:26-40
26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert
road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his
way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone
to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading
the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and
stay near it.”
30
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet.
“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip
to come up and sit with him.
32
This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”
34
The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,
himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
36
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?”
[37] 38
And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did
not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at
Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached
Caesarea.
ANTHEM
"My Beloved"
Words & Music by Kari Jobe and Klaus Kuehn
Soloist: Noelle Restaino
SERMON

“Learning to Follow Jesus”

Rev. Ryon Herin

*HYMN 288 SPIRIT OF GOD, DESCEND UPON MY HEART
1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth; through all its pulses
move; stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, and make me love thee as I
ought to love.
2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, no
angel visitant, no opening skies; but take the dimness of my soul away.
3 Hast thou not bid us love thee, God and King; all, all thine own, soul, heart, and
strength, and mind? I see thy cross; there teach my heart to cling. O let me seek
thee, and O let me find!
4 Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh. Teach me the struggles of the soul
to bear, to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh. Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.
5 Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all my
frame; the baptism of the heaven-descended Dove, my heart an altar, and thy
love the flame.

BAPTISM OF EMMA LORRAINE ANDRESEN
Presentation Chris Harrington and Rev. Ryon Herin
Profession of Faith Parents Jake and Amanda Andresen
Sponsor: Donna Van Duyne
The Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Thanksgiving Over the Water
The Baptism, Anointing, and Welcome
The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
*HYMN 480 TAKE ME TO THE WATER
1 Take me to the water. Take me to the water. Take me to the water to be
baptized.
2 I love Jesus. I love Jesus. I love Jesus, yes, I do.
3 He’s my Savior. He’s my Savior. He’s my Savior, yes, he is.
4 Glory hallelujah. Glory hallelujah. Glory hallelujah to be baptized.
OFFERTORY

"Gratitude"

by Lee Rogers

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here
below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Dear Lord,
We thank you for your love, that we have become sons and daughters of a
heavenly Father. We pray for Emma who has been baptized today in the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. May she walk forward,
cleansed of sin, embraced and loved by the Father. May she follow the
leading of the Lord Jesus Christ, guiding her paths. And may she be filled
of the Holy Spirit, flowing with love and grace, drinking in the truth of God
and pouring out your hope and redemption into a broken world. Amen.
JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*HYMN 182 I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad;
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.
2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
the living water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him.
3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; look unto me, your
morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I’ll walk till traveling days are done.
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE "Toccata on " Joyful, Joyful, We
Adore Thee'"
arranged by Alfred V. Feda
Please remain seated and give thanks to God.
After the Postlude, join us for coffee hour in Fellowship Hall!!
**************************************************************
GIVING TO 1ST PRESBYTERIAN OF ROCKAWAY

Go to our web page (fpcrockaway.org), go to the Stewardship Giving page, scroll
down to “donate” and give electronically
http://www.fpcrockaway.org/stewardshipgiving.html
or mail to:
1st Presbyterian of Rockaway
35 Church St., Rockaway, NJ 07866
***********************************************
Summer Book Study Opportunities at FPC Rockaway
How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and the Journey Toward Racial Justice
by Jemar Tisby Book Study
Mondays 7 PM Linda Urwin’s Place (150 Hawthorne Ct.)
July 25st-August 29th
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM alternating between Pastor Ryon’s Manse (101 Church St.) and
Donna and Henry Van Dyke’s House (65 Keller Ave.) July 26th-August 30th
Here are the chapters to be read in advance of the week including the rotating
location for the Tuesday group.
Week of August 29: Chapter 10 and Con. (Tuesday: Donna VanDyke’s)
Link if Joining from Zoom (Same link as for worship)

Homecoming Luncheon
We will be having the Homecoming Luncheon after on September 11th at 11:30am.
All Are Welcome!
Come Enjoy Some Food, Face Painting, Bounce House, Yard Games and Community.
Contact Linda Urwin 201 841-7664 to let her know if you can bring a side or dessert.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Community Breakfasts
Through RiseUp, we will be having a Community Breakfasts on Saturday the 17th of
September. Come hungry and hopeful! Send an email to Jay Decker if you are interested
in volunteering: jdecker10@yahoo.com.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Stewardship Committee
The Stewardship Committee is looking for members who will assist with choose a theme,
scriptures, and preparing the needed pledge documents. The Stewardship Campaign will
begin in October.
Please contact Rev. Ryon if you are willing to serve on this committee.
****************************************************
Reminder of the Worship Hour Time Change
Beginning September 11 Worship will begin at 10:30 am
Sunday School will begin September 11 at 9:15 am

YOURS, MINE, OURS
Stephen Ministry belongs to all of us!
It’s a mission of our church.

Calendar
Sunday, August 28 - Open & close— Donna VanDuyne
9:30 am - Worship Service—Sanctuary, via Zoom and Facebook,
2:00—4:00 pm - MORE—Fellowship Hall
Monday, August 29 –Office Closed
7:00 pm – Summer Book Study – Linda Urwin’s House
Tuesday, August 30
9:00 am – 12:30 pm – Office Open
10:00 am – Summer Book Study – VanDykes’s House
12:00—1:30 pm - AA Meeting—Sanctuary
7:30—9:30 pm - FA Meeting—Scout Room
Wednesday, August 31
9:00 am—12:30 pm – Office Open
Thursday, September 1
9:00 am – 12:30 pm – Office Open
Friday, September 2 – Office Closed
Saturday, September 3 –
Sunday, September 4 – Open & Close – Pat Budis
9:30 am – Worship Service – Sanctuary, via Zoom and Facebook
11:45 am – Outreach Meeting – BK Room
2:00 – 4:00 pm – MORE – Fellowship Hall

First Presbyterian Church of Rockaway
35 Church Street, Rockaway, New Jersey 07866-3027
(973) 627-1059 FAX (973) 983-0090
Reverend Ryon Herin
ryon@fpcrockaway.org
E-mail: office@fpcrockaway.org
Website: www.fpcrockaway.org
Church School—9:15 am
Sunday Morning Worship Service—9:30 am until September 11 then 10:30 am
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday,
Bonnie Pomeroy, Director of Music
Robert Nichols, Cemetery Sexton
Karen Basile, Clerk of Session
Vacation Bible School vbs@fpcrockaway.org
Presbyterian Church Co-op Nursery School (PCCNS) - 973-586-3665
Cheryl Piscopo; Director directorpccns@gmail.com

