SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
February 20, 2022
st
1 Presbyterian of Rockaway
Join Zoom Worship (login beginning at 10:30 AM EST)
https://zoom.us/join
Phone in: (mobile or home phone) +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 468 322 0487
Passcode: FPCR2021 One tap mobile)
+16465588656,,4683220487#,,,,*67022253# US (New York)
*Please rise in body or in spirit.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
"Be Still My Soul with It Is Well With My Soul"

Arr. by Melody Bober

Please use this time to silently prepare your hearts and minds for worship.
CALL TO WORSHIP (Luke 6:17-26)
Blessed are those who are poor,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who are hungry,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are those who weep,
for they will laugh.
Blessed are those who are hated,
for they will rejoice and leap with joy.
Blessed are those who are in the margins,
for they have a special place in God’s heart.
Come, let us worship God.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Jesus, Prince of Peace, you have asked us to love our enemies and pray for those
who persecute us. We pray for our enemies and those who oppose us. With the
help of the Holy Spirit, may all people learn to work together for that justice which
brings true and lasting peace. To you be glory and honor for ever and ever, Amen
*HYMN 30

GOD MOVES IN A MYSTERIOUS WAY

O God, in a mysterious way great wonders you perform,
You plant your footsteps in the sea and ride upon the storm.
Deep in untathomable mines of never failing skill,
you treasure up your bright designs and work your sovereign will.
O fearful saints, fresh courage take. The clouds you so much dread
are big with mercy and shall break in blessings on your head.

Our unbelief is sure to err and scan your work in vain.
You are your own interpreter, and you will make it plain.
INVITATION TO CONFESSION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, we are so conditioned to respond in kind. We are so worried that when the
reckoning comes, we will find ourselves left with the short end of the stick. And
not without reason. The powerful take and take and lie and lie and oppress and
oppress seemingly without consequence. Teach us to love with skill. Teach us to
love with precision. Teach us to love with abandon, trusting that when we step
into the ocean of your abundant love we will receive the blessings of your
abundant life.
Silent Prayer
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI (581)
Glory be to the Father; and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Calm us now, O Lord, into a quietness that heals and listens. Open wounded
hearts to the balm of your Word. Speak to us in clear tones so that we might feel
our spirits leap for joy and skip with hope as your resurrection witnesses. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Genesis 45:1-15
1Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him and he
cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph
made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it,
and the household of Pharaoh hear it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is
my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at
his presence.
4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be

distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me
before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many
survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up
to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Go’shen, and
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there
are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that
you have, will not come to poverty. 12And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father how
greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father
down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin
wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that
his brothers talked with him.
Luke 6:27-38
27”But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.
28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on
the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not
withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do
to you.
32”If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that
to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from to those from whom
you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive
as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is
kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
37”Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
ANTHEM
SERMON “Joseph and His Brothers: The Difficulty of Forgiveness”
Ryon Herin, Mdiv.
*HYMN 753
Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord.

and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, only light,
and where there’s sadness, every joy
O, Master grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled, as to console,
to be understood, as to understand,
to be loved, as to love, with all my soul.
Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving of ourselves that we receive,
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - Excerpt from The Confession of 1967 (adapted)
God the Holy Spirit fulfills the work of reconciliation in us. The Holy Spirit creates and
renews the church as the community in which we are reconciled to God and to one
another. God enables us to receive forgiveness as we forgive one another and to enjoy
the peace of God as we make peace among ourselves. In spite of our sin, God gives us
power to become representatives of Jesus Christ and his gospel of reconciliation to all
people.
In approving the Confession of 1967, the United Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America adopted its first new confession of faith in three centuries. The
turbulent decade of the 1960s challenged churches everywhere to restate their faith.
While the Second Vatican Council was reformulating Roman Catholic thought and
practice, Presbyterians were developing the Confession of 1967.
Modestly titled, the Confession of 1967 is built around a single passage of Scripture:
“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself . . .” (2 Cor. 5:19, NRSV). The first
section, “God’s Work of Reconciliation,” is divided into three parts: the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. The second
section, “The Ministry of Reconciliation,” has two parts: the mission of and the
equipment of the church. The last section, “The Fulfillment of Reconciliation,” affirms
the church’s hope in God’s ultimate triumph.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN 408
THERE’S A SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;
there are sweet expressions on each face,
and I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Refrain
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove
stay right here with us, filling us with your love;
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived
when we shall leave this place.
There are blessing you cannot receive
till you know him in his fullness and believe;
you’re the one to profit when you say,
“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.”
Refrain
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
"Toccata"
by Emma Lou Diemer
______________________________________________________________________

GIVING TO 1ST PRESBYTERIAN OF ROCKAWAY


Go to our web page (fpcrockaway.org), scroll down to “donate” and give
electronically or mail to:
1st Presbyterian of Rockaway
35 Church St.,
Rockaway, NJ 07866
Offering plates are available in the narthex and at the exit door

Our 2022 Per Capita Apportionment: Per Member is $40.00
If you can give for two that would be help for those who cannot afford to give!
Our giving makes a big difference!

Stephen Ministry Prayer for People Suffering from Pandemic Fatigue
Gracious Comforter, you come into the midst of our pain and lovingly dwell with us.
During this pandemic, we ask that you strengthen and comfort those who are lonely,
grieving, anxious, and overburdened. Provide for them with the caring ministry of
your servants who can walk alongside them in their struggles, and grant them

recognition and courage to seek help from their brothers and sisters in Christ so they
may face the trials of this time together. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
RISE UP
Rise Up is preparing to assemble relief kits (Primarily toiletries) to assist our neighbors in need
as we continue to deal with the current difficult times we are facing as a community. Would
you please consider donating items from the following list:
Tooth brushes, toothpaste, deodorant, hand sanitizer, body wipes, comb/brush, Feminine
hygiene products, granola bars, bottled water, socks, sunscreen.
You can drop off the items until April 30th at: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 508 Green Pond
Road, Rockaway Twp. (24 hour drop off option); St. Cecilia’s RC Church, 90 Church St.,
Rockaway (Morning hours); White Meadow Temple, 153 White Meadow Rd., Rockaway
(Morning Hours). Thank you.
______________________________________________________________________________
Calendar
Sunday, February 20 Open & close—Laurie Morse
9:15 – 10:15 am
Sunday School for Children and Adults
10:30 am
Worship Service—Sanctuary , via Zoom and Facebook
1:30—4:00 pm
MORE—Fellowship Hall
Monday, February 21 Office Closed
Tuesday, February 22
9:00 am—12:30 pm Office Open
9:30—11:30 am
Bible Study—via Zoom
12:00—1:30 pm
AA Meeting—Fellowship Hall
7:30—9:30 pm
FA Meeting—Scout Room
Wednesday, February 23
9:00 am—12:30 pm
Office Open
Thursday, February 24
Friday, February 25
Office Closed
Saturday, February 26
Sunday, February 27
Open & close – Kathy Siegrist
9:15—10:15 am
Sunday School—Adult & Children
10:30 am
Worship Service—Sanctuary, via Zoom & Facebook
1:30—4:00 pm
MORE—Fellowship Hall
______________________________________________________________________________
First Presbyterian Church
35 Church Street, Rockaway, New Jersey 07866-3027
(973) 627-1059 FAX (973) 983-0090
Candidate Ryon Herin
ryon@fpcrockaway.org
E-mail: office@fpcrockaway.org Website: www.fpcrockaway.org
Church School—9:15 am;
Sunday Morning Worship Service—10:30 am
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday,
Bonnie Pomeroy, Director of Music
Robert Nichols, Cemetery Sexton
Karen Basile, Clerk of Session

Presbyterian Church Co-op Nursery School (PCCNS) - 973-586-3665
Cheryl Piscopo; Director
directorpccns@gmail.com

